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The mission of Campbell United Methodist Church is to help people become disciples of Jesus Christ                                                            
who are changing the world for God’s sake.  Campbell’s Core Values  -  Grace, Creativity, Authenticity, Inclusivity, Selfless Service 

 

Pastor’s Message 
Dear Campbell Family, 
 
Happy New Year!  I pray that your Christmas was filled with blessing, and that 2021 holds many opportunities for all 
of us to grow as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
To help usher in the new year, we are starting a new worship series this Sunday titled “Paint the Elephant.”  The title 
comes from an old story about different people trying to paint pictures of an elephant, even though they’ve never 
actually seen the animal before.  Instead, their paintings are based on various parts of the elephant that they’ve 
touched and felt.  One person, who felt the elephant’s leg, painted a picture of a tree trunk.  Another person, who felt 
the elephant’s trunk, painted a picture of a snake.  And on and on.  In the end, even though none of their paintings 
were the same, they were all correct, because the elephant contains all of the things they felt and more.  If you want 
to hear the full story, please check out the awesome video Mackenzie put together at                                        
https://youtu.be/crzNMg00E1M, or just search for it on our YouTube channel (youtube.com/campbellumc, otherwise 

known as “Campbell TV.”) 

 
Ultimately, that old story is a metaphor for God.  There are many different ways to picture God, and to understand 
God, and we don’t necessarily have to prove that someone else’s image of God is wrong in order to make ours right.  
Religion can help us to picture God more clearly, but so too can science, and social movements, and art, and music, 
and various faith traditions.  And glimpsing a different picture of God through any of these other sources does not 
diminish who God is; on the contrary, it makes God even grander. 
 
Please join us this Sunday, January 10, at 10:30 AM on Campbell TV (youtube.com/campbellumc) or on our        
Facebook page, as we begin to “Paint the Elephant” together.  And if you know someone who may be interested in 
the new series, please invite them too! 
 

In Christ, 

 

 

https://youtu.be/crzNMg00E1M
http://youtube.com/campbellumc
http://youtube.com/campbellumc
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Update on Resuming                        

In-Person Worship 
 

We continue to monitor closely the number of 

Covid cases in Springfield.  As a reminder, we 

are waiting for 14 consecutive days (2 weeks) of 

declining cases in Springfield, as defined by       

7-day rolling averages, before resuming            

in-person worship.  While this benchmark has 

not yet occurred since the pandemic began last 

March, there have been recent encouraging 

signs.  At the end of December, for instance, 

there was a period of 8 consecutive days that 

met this metric.  As more and more people     

become vaccinated, and by the grace of God, 

we are confident that 14 consecutive days are in 

the horizon. 

 

 

Grow Team Challenge 

This January, the Grow Team challenges you to 

prioritize worship.  You are invited to participate 

in worship every Sunday this month or to find a 

time to watch the service later in the week. 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Gwen Faucett for knitting 30 pairs 

of mittens and also to Patti Echols who delivered 

them to the children at Shady Dell in time for 

Christmas.   

 

Just a note to say thank you for the cards of 

cheer that the church sends me each month.  

They really lift my spirits.  Please keep the    

Kruger Family on your prayer list.  God bless all 

on the staff of CUMC.   

Virtual MLK March 

     For the third year in a row, Campbell will 
be participating in Springfield's MLK 
March.  Participants can choose a day over 
the MLK Weekend (Friday-Monday), and 
walk or drive on a predetermined path along 
Springfield's African American Heritage 
Trail. 

     If you wish to walk or drive to all five     
locations along the march, start at Silver 
Spring Park (1100 N. Hampton Ave), travel 
to Lincoln Hall (815 N. Sherman), stop at 
Church Square North (900 N. Benton Ave, 
the Historic Washington Ave Baptist 
Church), visit Church Square South (600 N. 
Benton Ave), and end at Park Central 
Square. 

     You are invited to visit at least two of the 
sites and snap selfies in front of the historic 
buildings or markers.  Please share your  
experiences on social media using 
#movingforwardmlk.  You can also            
participate in the MLK Weekend Celebration 
by donating winter outerwear (gloves, 
scarves, and socks) for unsheltered          
individuals in the community.  For your     
convenience, you can bring these items to 
the church during the morning on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

 

 

From the church office 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 

January 18th in observance of Martin        

Luther King. Jr. Day. 

 

Church offering envelopes 

We  currently have church offering             

envelopes available.  If you would like a set, 

please call the church office, 881-2018                

or email Linda Carpenter at 

cumc@campbellumc.org   
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A NOTE ABOUT ONLINE WORSHIP from Bill Huff, Director of Worship 

EXPAND YOUR CONNECTION to God and others through ONLINE WORSHIP! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAINT the ELEPHANT: our new worship series!  

 

How do Christianity and conventional wisdom mix?  Join us weekly at 10:30 a.m. on 
Campbell TV on YouTube or on Facebook LIVE on the Campbell UMC FB page to find out! 

 

SAVE the DATE for PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28... 
 

THE PASSION: 

An original musical presentation of the Gospel on Campbell TV 
YouTube channel and Facebook LIVE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITE OTHERS to view our worship online… 

Remember to Like & Share our YouTube services! 

 

 

A huge thanks to: EVERYONE who was involved with our Advent 2020 worship events! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Rehearsals for the Passion begin soon!  

  Bell choir rehearsals also resuming soon! 
 Please reach Bill Huff for details on any group that may interest you! 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT CAMPBELL!  - Bill Huff, Director of Worship 



 

Campbell United Methodist Church 

1747 E. Republic Road 
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