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EXCITING NEWS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES!  

Dear Campbell Church Family, 

      The grace and peace of Christ to you all! I could not be more excited and thankful to announce 
to you that Campbell has hired a brand new Director of Next Generation Ministries! Laura Ross, 
who will begin working here on September 22, is moving to Springfield from Georgia to oversee our 
youth and children’s ministries. Laura is an amazing follower of Christ, and a truly exceptional min-
ister. Her love for God, Christ, youth, and children is so genuine and enthusiastic that it’s conta-
gious!  

 

 

 

Here’s more about Laura, in her own words (plus a photo of her     
posing with John Wesley!)…. 

 

Born and raised in Durham, NC, I grew up at Resurrection UMC and was heavily involved in the life 
and ministries of the church. I attended Salkahatchie Summer Services, volunteered for VBS, sang 
in the choir, acolyted, and more. I attended UNC-Pembroke for undergrad where I   received my 
Bachelors of Science in Psychology in 2015. During my time in undergrad I  received my call to 
ministry, when I returned to a youth event as a chaperone. I began my journey towards ordination 
as a deacon in the UMC in my senior year of undergrad. I spent my summers working at Roskfish 
Camp and Retreat Center in Parkton, NC. There I learned all about GaGa ball and gained invalua-
ble skills in team building and planning. I attended Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, 
DC, and received my Masters of Divinity in May of 2019. I spent my first two years of ministry in the 
Atlanta area, serving two Episcopal churches. In my time at St Benedict’s and St Luke’s I received 
training in Safeguarding God’s Children and God’s People, as well as becoming a trainer. I also re-
ceived training in Godly Play - a Montessori based curriculum that draws us into the Story of God. I 
feel deeply called to the ministry of youth and children and hope to one day write curriculum for the 
church! I am beyond excited for this new journey in Missouri, me and my two cats, Spanx and    
Norwich, are excited for our new home and new friends. Despite these odd times, I hope to engage 
and connect with you all in new and exciting ways.  

       Laura’s hire is the result of countless hours of meetings, reading applications, interviews, and 
prayer—primarily by our Next Generation Search Team, but also by our Church Council, Ministry 
Team, Finance Task Force, and staff. While our church has been closed physically for the pandem-
ic, these leaders have been hard at work for months to find just the right candidate for Campbell. 
Please join with me in giving thanks to God for these leaders and Laura, as well as praying for 
Laura and our church at this start of an exciting new chapter of faith!  

                                                                   In Christ,  

                                                                    Daniel 
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UPDATE ON REOPENING: 

 

On Tuesday, August 18, Campbell’s Church Council and Ministry Team revised our reopen-

ing policy to allow us to return to in-person worship sooner while still doing all we can to 

safeguard the most vulnerable not only of our congregation, but of the larger community. 

Under the new policy, we will reopen for public worship after Springfield sees 2 weeks in 

decline of active Covid cases, as defined by a 7-day rolling average (under the previous 

policy, we were waiting for 4 weeks of decline). This policy is in line with those adopted by 

many other United Methodist congregations throughout Missouri and the United States. 

Until we reopen for in-person worship, we will continue to hold monthly drive-through 

Communion services, online small groups, and online Sunday morning worship (which will 

continue even after we return to our building). In addition, we will be sending out a survey 

shortly to gauge the congregation’s reflections on how best to return. I (Daniel) want to 

thank each of you personally for your patience and prayer during these truly extraordinary 

times. None of us has been trained for how to “be the church” during a pandemic, of 

course, but I could not be prouder of our church for the amount of creativity and grace 

and faith you have shown as we try to figure out together how best to follow Christ during 

these highly unusual circumstances. No course of action is perfect, but I have been so im-

pressed by Campbell’s unwavering commitment to Methodism’s twin emphases on 

“reaching people for Christ” while at the same time “doing no harm” over the last several 

months. Since the Covid crisis began, I have often asked myself: “Years from now, when 

the pandemic is long gone, will we be able to look back on this time and say that we did 

our best under difficult circumstances to do what we thought was right for our congrega-

tion and community?” I am deeply grateful to say that—by the grace of God—I believe 

Campbell has. Let us please continue to pray for an end to the pandemic soon, and—until 

then—let us also continue to pray for God’s guidance and blessing and grace.  
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A NOTE ABOUT ONLINE WORSHIP from Bill Huff, Director of Worship 

EXPAND YOUR CONNECTION to God and others through ONLINE WORSHIP! 

 

Join us in online worship for a special Sunday           
August 30 honoring the work at Small Wonders! 

ALSO: the upcoming new                                                            
September Worship series:  

“WHO DOES GOD WANT ME TO BE?” 

Each week on our Campbell UMC YouTube Channel: vocal ensembles 
and praise band songs from the sanctuary!  Let’s come together 

online as the Family of God and the Body of Christ! 

 

INVITE OTHERS to view online… 

Remember to Like & Share our                                      
YouTube services! 

 

                                                 NEWS: 

 

CampBell Ringers will be sharing music in early September                              
for online worship! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Adult Choir and Chamber Singers typically rehearse Wednesdays at 6:30 pm and 
7:45 pm, respectively, in the Campbell Sanctuary but are on hiatus during these 

times of viral and health concerns. 
 

 Please reach Bill Huff for details on any group that may interest                                                
you once we re-gather! 

 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT CAMPBELL!  - Bill Huff, Director of Worship 
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INVESTING IN CAMPBELL’S FUTURE  

 

Do you feel like God is preparing Campbell for an exciting new beginning, perhaps 

even resurrection? You’re not alone! From the hiring of our new Next Generation 

Ministries Director to the community-changing ministries of our Justice League 

and the popularity of Campbell TV and our online worship, God really is reaching 

new people in new ways through our congregation. Thanks be to God! To help 

keep this exciting momentum going, and to guide our discernment of who God is 

calling us to become, Campbell is hoping to enter into a year-long contract with a 

church consulting firm to engage our congregation over issues of mission and 

identity and direction. While we want to contract with the most affordable            

consultant we can find who is also a good fit (the “Unstuck” group for $6,500), we 

also do not want to enter into that relationship until we have the funds in hand or 

pledged to support it! That’s where you come in! We are inviting church members 

to consider please giving an additional gift—above and beyond regular tithing—to 

go toward our consultant contract fees. Again, please know that we will not sign 

any contract until we have all the funds in hand or pledged. If you would like to add 

to the already $2,000 pledged, please just mail your check to the church with a 

memo or note attached indicating that it’s for the church consultant. Thank you in        

advance for investing in the exciting future God has planned for Campbell!  

 



 VOLUME 51,  NO. 16  PAGE 5 

          Hey Campbell UMC! 

     Have you heard the phrase 'Campbell 
comes through'? Well, it's a real thing 
because you know what? Campbell 
does come through!  You all come 
through every time so I think we need 
our own hastag:  

            #campbellcomesthrough 
 
     Thank you so much for your                   
thoughtfulness as we creep toward the 
holiday season. We are grateful to God 
for each of you!  Your contributions 
mean so many children in our communi-
ty will have gifts waiting for them under 
the Christmas tree this year!   Check out 
the photo below of what was collected at 
the Christmas in August Drop-Off. 

     Thank you to Pastor Adrienne for        
collecting the gifts! 

 

Weekly financial update through 
8/23/2020 

Online Pushpay offering            $5,200.00 

Mailed in checks                         $9,360.00 

 

 

 

Our sympathy 

To the family of Audrey Crutcher 

To the family of James Schmitt 

 

 



 

Worship this Sunday 

Worship will be livestreamed on YouTube at 10:30 a.m. 

Campbell United Methodist Church 

1747 E. Republic Road 

Springfield, MO  65804 

Sign up for drive thru Communion 

                     Wednesday, September 2nd 

                     6:30-7:00 p.m. & 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

                     Sunday, September 6th 

                         9:00-9:30 a.m. 

Sign up online on Campbell’s website: 

campbellumc.org 


