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Dear Church Family, 
 
Grace and peace to you all!  I miss you, and pray that you are well.  I recently posted an       
update about various Campbell UMC topics on our YouTube channel.  Here’s a summary: 
 

New Opportunities to Connect Outdoors! 
“Drive Through Communion” will continue the first week of each month! 
Please come to “Pull Up and Pray” on Sept. 18, 12-12:30 PM, or on Sept. 24, 6:30-7 PM, for a 

pastor to pray for you personally.  Just pull up in the front in your car, please wear a mask, 
and a pastor will be waiting! 

“Backyard Worship” will be held 4 PM in the church’s backyard on Sept. 27.  Please wear 
masks, bring your own lawn chairs, and sit 6 feet apart from other households.  We will 
have live music, prayers, and a blessing of Laura Ross, our new Next Generation Ministries 
Director. 

Your small group can meet outdoors at church too!  Please just contact the church office for 
more details. 

 

Survey Results 
Over 140 people responded to our most recent congregational survey about reopening.  The 
majority still favor waiting for a sustained decline in Covid cases in Springfield before we hold 
indoor worship.  The 60 comments we received represented a diversity of opinions, but more 
people still preferred waiting to reopen than not.  Many people expressed appreciation for 
the staff during this time, but a few also indicated that they have felt forgotten by the church.  
If you fall in this second category, please know how truly sorry I am. We want to know when 
you are hurting or in need; please do not hesitate to reach out anytime. 
 

Behind the Scenes with Campbell Staff 
I could not be more proud of our staff.  They have been so creative, and worked so hard, over 
the last 6 months of the pandemic—probably harder than any other time in our ministries.  
The Sunday worship service online every week, for example, takes hour and hours and hours 
of work from a whole team of dear saints. 
 

Changing Reality of Worship 
One thing I have heard from many pastors and churches is that there is just no going back to 
worship “like normal” right now.  Whether a church returns to indoor worship, or stays exclu-
sively online, worship does not feel the same.  Many people who go back to church hoping to 
find the experience they had before the pandemic are often disappointed because of the    
restrictions in place, and decide to return to online worship for now. 
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Policy, Data, and Mission 
The leadership teams, on my recommendation, have decided to maintain our current policy to 
wait for 2 weeks of declining Covid 19 cases in Springfield (as defined by a 7 day rolling average) 
before returning to indoor worship at Campbell.  I recognize that this is disappointing for some, 
and does not go far enough for others.  There are no perfect answers, and all of them come at a 
cost.  While it is true that many aspects of Springfield have opened up over the last couple 
months, it is also true that that same time period has seen a dramatic increase in Covid cases 
and deaths in our city.  Opening up more—even when done safely—still has consequences.   
 
 
 
 

 
Please see the accompanying graphs.  
Every church and every situation is 
different, and I am by no means  
judging any other congregation’s       
decision to reopen for in-person  
worship. But I and the rest of the 
leadership team at Campbell also 
have to be faithful to what we        
understand as God’s call to Campbell 
specifically in our current                 
environment. 
 
 

 
 

What Can We Do? 
Pray - Let us please pray for God’s continued wisdom and guidance. 
Look Long - Remember that this too truly shall pass.  Sooner or later, the cases will begin to     

decline.   
Show Grace and Patience with Each Other - None of us is at our best right now.  None of us has 

been through a pandemic before.  But God has.  God has faced countless pandemics and  
crosses before; and God always brings resurrection out of things on the other end.  I am       
absolutely convinced that God will bring resurrection for us, and for our world, too! 

 
Pastor Daniel 



A NOTE ABOUT ONLINE WORSHIP from Bill Huff, Director of Worship 

EXPAND YOUR CONNECTION to God and others through ONLINE WORSHIP! 

 

Join us in online worship as our September Worship 
series continues:  

“WHO DOES GOD WANT ME TO BE?” 

Each week on our Campbell UMC YouTube Channel: vocal ensembles, 
special solos, and praise band songs from the sanctuary!  Let’s come 

together online as the Family of God and the Body of Christ! 

 

COMING in OCTOBER: Campbellflix...our new online worship series! 

 

COMING in mid-DECEMBER: 

Advent Musical Celebration Online!                                                                         
Ask Bill about how to participate! 

 

INVITE OTHERS to view online… 

Remember to Like & Share our YouTube services! 

 

A huge thanks to: 

Our men’s and women’s vocal ensembles for sharing their music this 
month in online worship and to our Worship Band and Mackenzie 

Huffman for their contributions to online worship! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Adult Choir and Chamber Singers typically rehearse Wednesdays at 6:30 pm and 
7:45 pm, respectively, in the Campbell Sanctuary but are on hiatus during these times 

of viral and health concerns.  Small vocal ensembles are meeting once monthly. 
 

 Please reach Bill Huff for details on any group that may interest you! 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT CAMPBELL!  - Bill Huff, Director of Worship 
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               Aug 24th – 30th  

Electronic - $3,430.00 

Checks - $9,580.00 

TOTAL - $13,010.00 

            Aug 31st – Sept 6th 

Electronic - $7,130.00 

Checks - $7,330.00 

TOTAL - $14,460.00 

            Sept 7th – Sept 13th  

Electronic - $5,568.00 

Checks - $5,404.00 

TOTAL - $10,972.00 

Our sympathy 

To Bobby Wixon, Linda Tucker and 

Bobbi Rue Wixson upon the loss of 

Bobby’s wife, and Linda and Bobbi’s 

mother, Rue Wixson   

 

To Barb Steinmentz upon the loss of 

her mother, Ruth Thorne 

 

  

 

If you would 

like to sign up 

for Faithing 

Racism, please 

email Kendra 

Pickett at 

kpickett      
@campbellumc.org 

 



 

Worship this Sunday 

Worship will be livestreamed on YouTube at 10:30 a.m. 

Campbell United Methodist Church 

1747 E. Republic Road 

Springfield, MO  65804 


